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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 November 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) EI Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)(3 The drawing(s) filed on 12/05/2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)E<] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IEI All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .E3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ N <* lce of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 12/05&0O3. 11/03^006 . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Paragraph 9 states, ". . .determination means determines an 
effectiveness..." which is improper, suggested correction is "the effectiveness". 

b. Paragraph 30 states, "...information shown in Fig. 7 (S203)" which 
appears to be incorrect as element S303 better meets the description. 

c. Paragraph 33 states, "...the player has instructed marking (S401)," and "If 
step S401 finds that..." appear to be incorrect as element S402 better meets the 
descriptions. 

d. Paragraph 42 states, "...an aiming point may be displayed be applying..." 
which is improper, suggest correction is "by applying". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

4. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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The following title is suggested: Virtual thrown item targeting system. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by The Legend of Zelda: The Ocarina of Time Instruction Booklet 
(LOZ:OOT). 

7. LOZ:OOT discloses a 3-d game played on a video game console that is 
controlled by the user to select targets, called z-targeting, in the game to throw items at 
or interact with depending on the type of object. The z-targeting feature directs all the 
attacks made by the player towards the targeted object. The color of the target box 
around the selected target is blue for friendly non-attackable targets and yellow for 
attackable targets (pp 11-12). There is an inventory screen with a number of throwable 
objects for the user to select from including bombs, seeds and a boomerang (pp 21-24). 
LOZ:OOT further discloses that the boomerang weapon is the only effective weapon 
against certain targets implying that other weapons are ineffective (pp 22). LOZ:OOT 
also discloses that the weapons have an effective range represented for the hookshot 
by a red dot that would only allow the use of that item against target objects within the 
range of the weapon (pp 24). 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,503 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3714 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2, 5,6, 8, 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over LOZ:OOT. 

10. In regards to claims 2 and 8, LOZ:OOT discloses the system described above. 
LOZ:OOT lacks in describing the use of invisible objects near visible objects for the 
player to target. However, the use of invisible objects is a known technique in the art of 
computer graphics to reduce the load on the graphics processor and to improve overall 
performance of the system. Accordingly, it would have been an obvious modification to 
make to the system disclosed in LOZ:OOT in order to narrow down target areas for the 
user while not increasing the polygonal counts and subsequently the processor load on 
the gaming system. 

11. In regards to claims 5 and 1 1 , LOZ:OOT describes the system as set forth 
above, but lacks in explicitly describing marking the object based on how effective the 
thrown item will be against it. However, LOZ:OOT already describes the use of different 
colored targeting reticules to inform the player as to hostility of the target, so modifying 
the targeting icons further to display whether the current thrown item would be effective 
on the selected target would be an obvious modification to make to further aid the 
player in choosing the right object to use or action to take against a targeted object. 
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12. In regards to claims 6 and 12, LOZ:OOT describes the system as detailed above. 
LOZ:OOT lacks in explicitly stating the adjustment of weapon trajectories to hit multiple 
targets. However, if multiple targets were marked it would be obvious to have the 
thrown item hit the targets selected by the user to further the player's enjoyment and 
provide excitement. 

Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1 .1 1 1 , including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure M includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider 
the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,503 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3714 

well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David W. Duffy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1574. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0830-1700. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




DWD 




